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CLERK DISAPPEARS;
CERTIFICATES, TOO

Edvvin Potts, Virginian
Rccently Employcd in
Bank, Is Missing.

HE IS CHARGED
WITH FELONY

Accused is from Lotidoun County
and Was Recently Discharg-

ed.Hypothpcatcs Sc-
curities Valued at

JpiijOOfi . Bank
Secure.

WASHINGTON", D. C. Auguat 22..
Kdwin 11. I'ottB, -untll a. few daya ago
a truated cmploye of the American
National Bank. ia mlaalng, and the po¬
iice are iooklng for him on a charge
of having stolen ?ll.ooo of cernflcatcs
of Krle llallroad atock. Potts wan

forced to reaign somo daya ago, and an

oxamlnatlon ot his booka revealcd tha
loaa.
Complalnt was made to tho poiice

yesterday, and a warrant iasued for the
arrest ot tho former clerk.

It waa thought by the dotectlve bu-
ri.au that Poita might have gone to
his former hotn«\ at Hlllahoro, Loudoun
COUnty, Va., hut Detectlves Pratt and

Howlett, who are worklng on tho caae,
Loarned that he had not heen'there.
yesterday afternoon Inapector Board-

man obtalned lnformatlon that two
blocka of the certlfieatea had been de-
poslted In Baltimore, Where, lt ia
Chargcd, I'otta obtalned a loan upon
them. Preaident Harper had payment
on the ccrtl!lcate8 atopped, and hia
action, It ls aiticj, renders them value-
U-KB. Potta was under bond ln the
hum of 120,000, the bank ofllciala state.
and the bank will therefore not loae
by Ula alleged diahonoat transaetlon.

Potta Waa Truated Clerk.
The mlaalng clerk was known by

Colonel Robert N. Harper, of the bank,
and by Caahlcr Lynn and othera eou-
ni te,l wlth tho inatitutlon. He llved
not far from the home of the preaident
and caahler ln Loudoun county. The
joung man had been employcd In the
bank for several years, and untll a

Mi'.rt whllfl airo was regarded aa a

trustworthy man. Hia affairs were In-
\. tlgated by the bank oftlclala and hts
reslgnatlon was demanded. lt waa not
untll after he had left the employ of
the ba'rk ir.nt the ae-curlties were
missed.

Potta had access fo the serurhie*.
and the bank oftlclala aay it waj .an
easy matter for him to help hlmaelf
to them. An soon *s Preaident Har-
per became aware of the losa of the
five blocka of stocka, representlng 500
aharea, he lost no tlme ln notlfying
banking Institutlons all over the coun¬

try to atop payment.
lleporta received by the poiice and

bank ofllciala Indicate that Potta waa

ln Baltimore soon nfter he left tho
employ of the bank, and It waa whllo
he v/as ln that clty, It Is alleged, that
money waa borrowed upon the stock.

Flrat Itrquent oftl'ollre.
When the poiice were first Informed

that the cortificatea wero mlaalng they
were merely aske/1 to trace them.
which they did, findlng them at a
Baltimore bank. It is said that later
Pot.ts telegrapheft from a town in Ari-
tona to the Baltimore bank about the

¦'disposal of the eertiflrates. It Is also
anid that he telegraphed to Preaident
liarper, saylng that he would make
good the losa.
Potts had been employed ln a bank

at Leesburg, Va., and was brought
from that place to Washington by
President Harper and Cashter Lynn.
His parenta reslde at Hlllahoro, Va.,
where they are highly respected.

Hlink Wlll .Not Loae.
When Preaident Harper was aeen

he said that the bank would not loae
by the defalcation of Potts. The
tmount, he said, would reach about
$11,000. part of, which has been ro-

covered.
After he left the rity a report was

received that he was ln Tuscon, Ariz,,
whence several days ago he telegraph¬
ed to the'Baltimore bank relative to
tho loan which he made there recontly
upon the atock.
Tho bonds which were taken, Mr.

Harper doclared. in concluslon, were

not under Potts's care. "When aaked
lf the bank would prosecute, ho simply
atated:
"We haven't raught the man yet."

¦-

DARK TRAGEDY .

COMES TO LIGHT

French Soldier Murdered by
Counterfeiters, Who Burii,

Body.
PALERMO, August 22..The llnding

to-day of two half-burned chests con-

taining portions of a human body, in
the forest of Belotam, not only brought.
to light a brutal murder, but also led

to the dlscovery of an extenslve plant
for the manufacturo of spurloua bank

notes. Italy has recently been ftooded
With this counterfoit money. The vlc-
tlm of tho murder hns boen lden.t.iftetl
rk Henrl Praricols, a deserter from the
French army. A local engraver, hla
¦wlfo and two morchants havo been
lrrestod, both as tho assnsslna and as

counterfeiters. Tlie motivo for the
crlmo ls alloged to have been the foar
of botrayal by Prancois, who was a
member ot tha gang.

rrK.YMi'Ht I.MX1NGTOV ItAMS
UltlTI.SII SI1II* ULI3NWAY

NORFOLK. VA.", August. 22..The
Vferchants' and Mlnera' Tranaportatlo.i
Gompany'a s'teAmer LoxtiiKton, hound
[rom Norfolk for Savnnnah, Gn. ram-
hrjorl tlio British ateamor Glenway.
While tho latter waa lylng off. tho
Uambert's Point coal nlei'H yosterrtnv
rvaitlng n borth,.to tako bunker. coal.
I'he Laxlngton, aiipnrently unlnjured,
brocedod. Tno Cllenway'e port bow
Siua iiijtircd

GERMAN EMPRESS INJURED

WIL_E_MSHOHB, GERMANV, August 22..The EmpreBS Auf?uata Vlcto-
rla. Whlle wtilklns ln th« park here yesterday, alippod and fell, lnjiirinif a vein
ln h<'r left K-g-, nnd rnaklnK lt necessary for her to remain in bed' for Eorue
weeks. All I-Jer Majesty's travollng- cngagnraenta havo been cancelcd.

Negro Chargcd With Assault in
Chesterfleld Arrested in Al-

cxandria.

MAKES FULL CONFESSION

Attributes His Act to Want of
Sense and Hop«?s for

Leniencv.

AI.KXANDRIA, VA., August 22..-
William Harrls, a burly negro, twenty-
two yrars of ag«, stood up in his cell
this morning at police lieadquarter«
and In a very dellberate manndr told
of his attempt to assault Miss Lena
Rowland, tho pretty elghteeh-year-old
daughter of W. H. Rowland. who re-

8idea at Chester, Chesterfleld county,
Va.
A telegram was recelved by Chief

Goods thls afternoon from G. B. llob-
ertson. a justlce of tho peace at Ches¬
ter, requeating the authorltles here to
hold Harrls, and aiso thanking them
for apprehendlng the negro.
Harrls said thla morning that when

he attempted his crlma there was no

ono In tho Rowland house at the time
but the young lady's brother. who, he
says, Is about elght years of age. Hc
was near the farmhouse, he says. when
he aecosted Miss Rowland. Harris rle-
clares that he slmply walked awaj
after the girl's brother came to hei
reseue. He went. he says. to Centralla.
after which he took on electrlc car tc
Manchester. and from that place hc
took a freiglit train, norttibound, lasl
night

Arrested by Trnln Crew.

Harrls waa arrested by the crew ol
extra freiglit train known as No. 73
which left Richmond at 12:50 o'clocl-
last night. His arrest was effectec
when the train pulled into the Potomat
freiglit yurds, about three mlles nortl
of Alexandria, .at 5:15 o'clock this
morning. Tlie train was in charge o

Conductor W. A. Hutchlnson. FJagmar
H. L. Leadbetter and Brakeman J. W
Usher.
According to tho statement made a

police head'i'iarters this morning bj
Cond'tictor Hutchlnson, wlien his traii
stopped at Milford to get water thi
i'agman of the train Informed hin
that he saw a man hlding behind som.
ties. He, however, says that he fallei
to observe him until the train pulle,
into the Potomac yards. The negrc
had left the train when he was stoppei
by the crew. He at once said that h-
was not the man who had attemptei
to assault the young lady, but state.
that it was another negro. Tho crev

of the train sald to him that the;
would take him to tho offlce. He wa

(Contlnued on Seventh Page.)

COSTLY FIRES
FROM GASOLENE

Otttbreaks of 'Flames Tbreal.ei
Business Section and De-.

stroy Property.
P1TTSBURG, PA., August 22..Tw

fires to-day causod by the cxploslo
of gas'olone in clcithes-pressing estat
llshmentsz-caused damage ostiinated t!

$250,000, and for a tlmo threatened th
entire east end section of this clt;
Tha flrst rtre broke out shortly hefor
noon In the Club Pressing and Cloar
ing Company, at No. 6339 Penfisylyahl
Avenue. The three-story brlck bujlc
ing was destroyed and fourteon on

ployea wero roscued from tlie window
by llromon.
Tho seeond llro was more sorlou

and beforo lt was controlled bovl

biilldlngH were wlped out. Tlie blas
sLarted ln tho Enterprise Pressing Con
pany's shop, at No. 5955 Conter Avenu
aboiit 2 o'clock, and'spread with grei
rupldity eatii aud west.
A nunilior of automobilp garages i

tlie nelghbprhood had. quuntltlcs <

gasolene nn hand, and liarrols at
tankrf of tho fue-1 were removod fro
.thn vlcinlty.

Tho llames leuped Into thu alr IIf
feet above the buniing buili.liug
Shorlly after I o'clock- the llro Wi
declared lu bs uuduv euntiol.

STATE WILL ACT

Board ot Education Decides to

Light to Uphold Its Au¬
thority.

COURSE NOT YET ANNOUNCED

Believed, However, That Steps
Looking to This End Will

Be Taken.

The struggle for mastery bptvveer
the State Board of Education and. thn
Norfolk city school board over tht
school desk sltuatlon has reached ar

acute stage, and It was the subject ol

quite a lengthy dlscussion at a meetinj
of the former bady last night.
Though no official statement wai

given out regarding the conclusloni
reached, lt ls understood that the boarc
declded to proceed in due time to up
hold tho authority of the State In thi
matter.
Almost the entire session of the boan

was devoted to consldering the ftgh
between the State and Norfolk ove:
the purchase of school desks for tlu
seaBlde city schools, though some othe
business was -transacted before ad
journment.

State School Examiners C. G. Maphis
of Cliarlottesville, and Willis A. Jen
klns, of Newport News, whose term
explre on Sepjember lst, were re-elect
ed by the board.

All the members save Dr. Kent. o
the unlverslty, were present, and h
wired that It was lmposstble for hln
to attend.

Executlve Seanlnn.
The meeting was an executlve on<

and most of the rnembers took part li
the proceedings, though Attorney-Gen
eral Anderson, being tha legal advlse
of the board, was relied upon largel;
for advlco. What he suggested will b
done, though no one on the outside 1
in a position Just now .to state wha
that was. It is known that the meet
ing was harmonioufl, and that the hoar
was unanlmous in its action. -The brea'
between the two boards is an ope
one, and recent developments have no
tended in any manner to heal lt.

It will be recalled that the\loca
board awarded a contract for desks t
the A. H. Andrews Company, of Chl
cago, and that the Statb Board ordere
desks for the same schools from M:
Preston Belvln, of this city, tradin
as the Virglnla School Supply Com
pany. The local board held a meetlnf
repudiated the action of the Stat
Board, and declined to recognize lt
authority.

Called lt Illcgal.
The Attornoy-General in the mean

time rendered an opinion in whic
he upheld the action of the Stat
Board, and declared that the contrar
made by the Norfolk Board was an 1)
legal one. Thls was followed by
counter-oplnion from City Attorne
Ouncan. of Norfolk, who took Issti
with the Attorney-General, and hei
that the city board was clearly wlthl
it.s rlghts when the contract to tl
Andrews Company was awarded.

Thls put tho Stato ln an attltuc
which demandod further action, nnd
is believed that the Board last nigl
dlrected that a movo ho shortly mac1
looking to upholdlng the authority (
the State Board to contract for schoi
furnlturel The Andrews Company hf
mado the nios* of City Attorney-Dut
can's opinlo'n. They have malled ooph
of It to all tho dfvlslon suporlntei
dents in tho Stato, and lf thoy wl
the Norfolk case flnally lt ls learni
that they will attempt to havo a
local boards purchase thelr furnltui
in tlio future.

UcpotlCN Old I'ollne Roiird.
SAN KRANCISCO, August 22..Tl

old Board of Police CominlaBlonor
which was doposod by Mayor Taylc
declded to-day to rellnqulsh ofilco
tho now board.

rililof of Police Dlnoen, after coi
KiiltHtlon with the former commlssloi
ers, handpd his resignation to the ne
cominlsslonors thlw afternoon.'
-.-

DIsiiiInniiI In Approved,
OYSTER RAY, N. V., August ii..

Presldent Roosevelt to-day approto
the sentenee of dlsmtssal from tl
navv of Cliaplaln .Ioiips, who was trli
raqently by courtin«rlliil Xur nnaiicl
iu'cuuUU'iUe..

CR1M1NAL SUITS

Report That Rogers and
Archbold May Bc

indicted.

PROCEED UNDER
SHERMAN LAW

If It Can Be Established That
Oil Magnates Are Maintain-

ing Harmful Monopoly,
They May Be Fined

or Imprisoned
One Year.

HV WAI.TER afbWARD HAIUMS.
WASHINGTON. D. C... Auguat 22..

It ls believed In ofllclal ulrcles that
the Uepartment of Justlee ls about to
lnatltute crlmlnal suits agafn°t H. H.
Rofrers and John 1>- Arehhold. heads
of the Standard Oil Company. Attorney-
General Bonaparto waa in conference
a long tlmo. to-day wlth Mcsam. Kol-
logg and Morrlson. the government'a
counsel In the Standard caaes. It ia
learnod that the crlmlnal prosecution
of the two magnates montloned and
of othe/s waa diacusaed in tlie light
of the declared Intcntion of the Preai¬
dent in hl» provlncetowh speech of
Jalllng rich hreakers >>f lhe Federal
lawa. lt ls not thought that John D.
Rockefeller himself stands In any
great dunger of prosecution. aa it ls
practlcally admltted that the govorn-
jnent would hardly be abie to connect
him wlth the affairs of the company
to auch an extent- as to warrant the
hrlnglng of crlmlnal proceedlngs. Tf
It can be ahown, however, that H. H.
Rogera, John D. Archbold or any one

elae who partlclpates actlvely In the
management of the company's business
have been engaged ln malntalning a

monopoly harmful to the public. there
appears to be no questlon that the
courts will be asked. to set aslde any
clvll suits that may bo pcndlng.

Other Trust Mngnntc» ln I'e/11.
There are aome other truata that the

.lepartment la keeping a very vlgilant
'eye upon at preaont. notably the powder
trust. with which Senator OuPont. of
Delaware, is connected; the smelter
trust, in which Senator Guggenhelm,
of Colorado, ls the prlme factor; tho
lumber trust, in which several Sena-
tora are said to be more or less inter-
eated. and the tobacco trust. The light¬
ning of crlmlnal prosecution may
eventually reach ln any of these dlrec-
tlons but lt soems to be quite appa-
rent 'that at present the Standard Oil
Company is recelving the most atten-
tion from Mr. Bonapai*.
The sectJynjii.W»».'«^:ntan act under

which cri'mfifarproaeciiUons may be

brought reads In part: "Every person
who shall mako any such contract or

engage in any such combination. or

conspiracy, shall be deemed guilty of a

misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof
ahall be punished by flna not exceeding
? 5,0u0, or by imprisonment not ex¬

ceeding one year, or by both said
punishments, ln the discretion of the

court."_
FALL OF STONE

ENTOMBS FIVE

Two of Imprisoned Men Crawl
Out, But Others in

Peril.
WILKESBARRE. PA., August 22..

Five men were entombed to-day by a

fall of rock ln No. 14 tunnel of the
mine at Port Blanchard, near here,
operated by the Erie Coal Company.
Michael Naughton. ono of the men

caught in the fall. after several hours'
effort, crawled from under the debris
badlv injured. He reported that four
other men were caught ln the fall.
Late to-nlght a reseulng party reached
John E. Eustlce, of Plainsville, and
brought him to the surface. He was

not injured, but was completely ex-

hauated. He fears that James Boyle,
of Nlkerman, and John and Joseph
Kernlg, Germans, for whom the search
ia being made, aredead.

SEVERS FINGER;
SETS HER AFIRE

Lightning Cuts Womari's Hand
and Opens a Yein in Her

Wrist;
PHILADELPHIA. PA.. August M..

Vlctim of freak lightning during the
atorm yesterday. Mrs Mary Nettleof
No. 296 Richmond Street, ls in tho
Eplscopal Hospltal, mlnua one flnger
and auffering from loss of blood.
As she was about to leave an Alle-

gheny Avenue car. at D Street, during
f.h helght of tho storm. a bo t of lisht-
ning struck the motor, glanoea off,
severed the index tinger of her lett
hand as lf it were cut off wlth the
sharpest knlfe. opened a veln ln her
wrlst and aet flre to her clothing.
Sovoral paasengers carrled he.r to the

stroet, and. nlded by tho hoavy down-
pour, extingulslied the blazo. By tho
tlme Mrs. Nettlo was in the hospltal
she was exhausted from tho loss of
*blood and shoc.k.

»

TO MAKE CONTEST
OVER ELETION

Wets Charge Fraud by tlie Drys
in Recent Contest in Wood-

stock;
WOODSTOCK, VA., Auguat 22.No-

tice for tho purpose of contestlng tho
roault of the local option eloctlon wlilch
waa held Auguat 13th was lllod with
the olerk of tho court hero to-day. Thu
eloctlon waa carrled by the "drys" by
a majorlty of ono, the vote standlng 115
against and IH for lleense. .In- tho po-
tltlon fUed "H>- "wets" charge fraud
on fotirtecn cqunts,
Joseph B. Marston, a iuoreha;nt- of

Luntz Mlll, who untll recently wus a
resldent of Woodstock, hns been. nr-

roated, chnrged wlth. lllegul votlng ln
the local option olociion, nn'd. wlll be
givea u, hearlHS' Saturday moruing.

SHUMAKER WILL TELL ALL

JAMES ,M. Slll M.VKKlt,
.'ormer StipcrtntendcnJ of Publlc
Clrotindn nnd HiiIIiIIiikn of IViiiinyIviinIii,
ivho rccelptcd for the "C'niiltol irlin-
itiliijsn" vrlthoul <|iie«tlnn.

VIYSTERY OF B1DS "^
MAY YET BE SDLVED

_'ommittee Going After Man
Who MutHated the En-

vclopes.

HOBSON'S CHARGES PRQVED

Likcly That Sensational Report
Will Follow To-Day's

Meeting.

Satisfied that the charges preferred
by Councllman Graham B. Hobson, tliat
blds. to supply the City Homo with
wooa had bof-n tampered with, the Com¬
mittee on Rellef of tho Poor will en-
deavor again thls afternoon to place
the. guilt, not neglectlhg, however,
seek the ldentlty of any person or btd-
der who might proflt by secret lnfor-
mation obtalned by opening the en-

velopes beforo they had reached the
committee.
"For what reason were tho blds

opened'.'"
Many oplnlons have been offerod by

way of explanation, but the theorle.s
of the publlc are not a part of the in¬
vestigation, and Ihus far there has been
no dlrect testltnony to eonnect a

oftlcial with tho act. True, the com¬
mittee has tracetl the movements ot the
biris from the time they were flled until
recelved ln open sesslon, and lt seems
clear that they were tamperpd with
between 6 and 8 o'clock ln the even¬

lng. Mr. Hobson haa proved hi.'
charges: it must bo left to the com¬
mittee or the courts to find the opener
and convict him.

Kscnpcri Uncle Sum,
Had the bidders malled thelr en-

velopes ln the post-oftlce instead of
dellvoring them in person, the investi¬
gation would be more rigid and more

searchlng, for vi'olation of Eederal laws
Is a serious offense, and prosecutlon
more certain. Eortunately for the cul-
prlt. he will not bo forced to tako
chances with the United States. Wheth-
oi the city Is less watchful and fearless
than !-he Federal niithoritles ls a mat¬
ter to be determined by tlie events of
tt|ie next few days, or the future.

Good Already AccoiiipUMlit'il,
In stating why he had voted against

the InvoBtlgatlon, a member of the
committee gave as lils reason that thoy
amount to little. That opinion, how¬
ever, does not seem to be justlfied by
the record ln this partie.ular case. In
the flrst place, tho city has saved $125
on the contract for wood, and, in the
seeond place.even If the guilty man
Is not caught.the sllpshod method in
which blds are recelved has been mado
publlc, so that greater precautlons will
be taken hereaft_er. In a word, lt ls
shown that bidders next year may bo
assured of fair treatment, without sus-

plclon of wrongdolng, if blds at the
City Home are guarded as carefully as

by other departments of the city.
Ilobsmi I'linrRos Proved.

With a ylear l'ght this afternoon,
Elmo S. Rodwood, superlntondent of tha
free dellvery service of the post-ofllce,
will ugain show the committee evl-
dence that the envelopes contalnlng tho
blds were opened. Members are satla-
lled on thls polnt now, for tha' naked
eyo dlscloaed the fact that tha work
was rougli and clumslly performed, und
thls is proved by fact, not by "clrcum-

(Contlnucd on Seeond Page.)

KILLS WOMAN AND
BURNS HER BODY

In Fit of Jealousy Desppndeut
Lover Shots Sweetheart and

Set Slied on Fire.

THUMBl'bl., i'oNN., August 22..In
a Ut of iealousy beciiuso he thought
she was going to murry another nuiu,
Lucus ICoplinskl, ut Tasliua Hill, shot
aud kllled Miss Ulllun Mallett to-day,
and to hldii lils erline set llro to the
Blied ln which he had slaln the woman,
Miss Mallett was llfly-llve yeurb of
age and wealthy. Kopllnski wnrlred
oo the Mallett fiirm for seven years.
A uplghbor, who lumrd the Hli.ooHug,
ralsi'd iiu aliU'in uud Kopllnskl wa*
caulurud..

M. HAMPTON LAIH),
Af(ornry-Gener«l of IVnnsylvnnlM. who
M'ill have .-Iwiriio of tlie prosecution <>f
tlie < 'apltol Krilflrrs.

BURTON, LEADER, IS

He .and Conquest, Negro Who
Started All the Onancock

Row,' Surrender.

TOPPIN DIES OF LOCKJAW

[Special to The Tlmes-Dispatch.]
ONANCOCK, VA., Auguat 22..Both

Burton and Conquest aro now in the
tolls.

Colonel Nottlngham and one of his
offlcers left Onancock about 12 o'clock
to-day, returnlng at 7 P. M. with Sam
Burton, tho negro whose storo was
burned in tho riot, and who is sup-
poscd to have boen tho leader of tlie
gang. wlilch flred on tho hack carr.v-
ing paSBengers to the New York, Phil-
adelphia and Norfolk Railrbad, and
tho United States mail.

Burton and Conquest, who surrendor-
ed this morning, will bo taken to Nor¬
folk to-morrow morning for safo-
kebplng. The town is qulet, and as
the leaders of the negroea havo been
caught no further trouble ls anticl-
pated.

Conquest Surrenders.
At half-past six thls morning Colonel

Nottlngham drove out of Onancock anC
roturned in a' short tlme wlth Sylvanuj
Conquest, who had notlflod tho colonel
that he was willing to surrender tc

(Contlnued on Third Page.)

BONAPARTE MAY
LEAVE CABINET

Attorney-Geiieral Said to Have
D'ispleased President by His

Flippaiicy.
["From Our Regular Correspondentii
WASHINGTON, D. C, August 22..1

ls believed that there wlll bo a vacanej
In the Cablnet beforo the reslgnatlon o
Secretary Taft, lf tho latter should do
oldo to give; up tho war portfollo. I
ls tlio oplntoh of many that Attorney
General Boriapcirto wlll retire in a shor
tlme. The Attornoy-Oenerul hlmsol
donlos that ho has any tntontton o

gattlng out, but there ls reason to bo
llove that his reslgnatlon will bo forth
coming nt mi early date. In fact, thor
is scarcely any douht on this polnt.
Mr. Bonaparto, sb a "trust-buster,

is snld not. to bo ontlrely to tho Ukln;
of prasident Hoosovoit. Tho rocent ln
Ui'view givon out by tho Attorney-Uon
ei'ttl, in which ho dlacuaaed trust prosa
euMons in tho most lllppant mannoi
surprlaed tho country, and ia sald t
have been displeaslng at Oyster Baj
It is thought lu cjuarters gonorall
well Ini'onnoil that tho rotironuml o
tho Attorney-General-wlll bo announo.o
soon. and that it wlll be ontlrely satls
tactory to tho President.. Attorney
¦Oenorul Bonaparte uppotirs to hav
been poculttirly successful In nuikln
lilmsolf unpopular wlth both tlie head
<>f lhe great trusts nnd with tlie peopl
claiVtorlng fnr trust lejjulutlou or bvul
ir.g. \ - .-.-' i

TAFT DISCUSSES

Fifteenth Amendment
Requircs That Every Ne*

gro Should Vote.

SOUTH NEGRO'S
TRUEST FRIEND

Unclerstands Race Best and Haa
More Sympathy With It.
Longs for Day When
South Shall Cease

to I'"ear a Spec-
tre.

LEXINGTON. KY., August 22..Sec¬
retary of War Taft to-day opened tho
Republican State rampalgn with a difl-
cussion of the race problem. general
poiitical Issuos from the Southern
Btandptilnt, nnd an appp.il to Kentuck-
lana to ald tlie Republican party In
support of those principlcs. Calllng
attention to what li" called the South's
lack of representatlori in the oouncils
of tlu- natlon.ji.. declared that thls wn.
because one^slngle issue lias made it
the pcrpetual tall of tlu- Democratio
party, so that however small the North-
ci-ii head, ii waga that tall. The South
lias permitted the shadow of an Isauo
that clrcumstances ought long ago to
have removed to blnd lt to the Demo-
cratlc party, no malt"-r what prinelplca
or candldates thnt party adopts.

Ilc called attention to the prosperity
of KentuCky's Industrlea and agrlcul-
ttire, aml expressed the belief -that
many Kentueklans who favored a pro-
tectlvp tnrlfT hnd bllndlj- voted the
De'mocratlc tlcket because of feellng
on tho raco issue.

llnco UurlMtlon.
Then tnklng up dho race riuestion, ha

suld:
"I know that the dlscussion by a

Northern man of tho question ls apt
to rouso from the Southern Demo-
crat the objcctlon thnt he does not
understand tlie question; that he does
not know tho " UtfflcuUles of it. and
that if ho cannot take it up with
sympathy with iTi" uttltude of the
whlte man of the South, he had bet¬
ter not take lt. up at all. On the other
hnnd he is llable to encounter the
crlticism of tlu- colored man. who, with
a natural sensitiveness, rememberlng
ihe wrongs and oppresslon to which
thelr ri. has been eubjected. resents
any attitude which does not Involva
ihe condemnatlon <>f the Southern
white man or which manifests the
sllghtest cormldaratlon for his view.
I am not a .pessimist wilh respect to
tlu; race question. I am convlncod- tnat
it is worklng itself out, and I ani con-
vlnced that nothing has so'much con-

trlbuted to Its grndual solution ns

the Thlrteenth, Fourteenth and Ftt-
teenth Amendments."

Xcgro's I'rogres-.
He continued: "I shall not stop to

glve you the statlstics showlng the
Kreat progress that has been made
by the negro raco ln the South. Wo
are apt to forget thls real lmprove-
ment in tho dlatrlbes that we occasion-
ally hear from men who lack sym¬
pathy with the progress of the col¬
ored race, and who denounce the en¬

tire race on aceount of a comparative--
Iy small crlmlnal class that forms tha
dregs of tho Southern popnlation."
After mentioning tlie varlous means

of disfranchlslng voters, and declarlng
that such laws were proper, if appued.
with equal falrness to both whlte and
black. he expressed the hope that as

thu colored cltlzens, under the leader-
ship ot such men ns Booker T. Wash¬
ington. would "hecoms respected bus-
ir.es* members of the cornmuntties la
which they 11 ve, and when they exer-

cise. Independence of judgment ln re-
snect to poiitical Issues, we may lia
sure that gradually the right to vote.
will be accorded them, and they will
o.verclse ;i fnr more useful influence as

lntelllgent nt.d sotid members of the
commnnitv than the Ignorant members
of thelr race would have exercised had
they been allowed to vote. In thls way,
through devlous ways which cannot b«

lustiiled or approved. wo may still
reach a result that will square with
the requtrements of tho Federal Con¬
stltutlon. and will glve to tho negro
ovory poiitical and economleal rlglu.
The netrro is necessary to the boutti
as a faborer.skllled and unskllled. The
world over to-day thoro is a demand
for labor. and were tho negro to bo
wlthdrawn from the Sotith. the diffl-
cultles under which ngrieulture would
labor can hardly be overstated. Ihe
negro Is an American. He has no

other country than this. and chlled upon
to defend it he lays down his life witti

the same freedom that the white man

saertnees his. Ours is the flag ho
inVea.the only one he knows. It s

our duty to seo to U that his path s

made as easy as posslble. and that h s

progress ls as incessant ns proper en-

couragement can make it.
South His Heitt Frlend.

"His best frlend.the one that can

do most for him. and the one in many
respects who sympathlzes with him
,.ost_ls the Southern whlte man. He
understunds hla defects. He knows his
vlrtues. lf the negro responds to tha
opportunitles for improvement as Book¬
er T. Washington points them out, wo

can be sure that ho will grow ln the
estimation of his whlte follow-cltlzena
of the South. and that the great prob-
leim which hno burdened the South will
be largoly solved.
"The llfteenLh amendment does not

requlre that every negro should vote.
All that tt requlrc- ls that he shonld
not bo excluded crom votlng because
ha ls a negro. lf he lacka edueational
quaUtlcatlon-., property QuaHftc^tlpiH*.
or any other qualiflcation that the state
may lawi'ullv Imposa as a rulo of eii-

irlhilltv for Its voters. then he may bo

be excluded: provided that every ono

else who laeks sirnllar quallncutions is

ooually excluded. The flfteenth amend¬
ment ls merely intended to securo him
in his poiitical rlghts from race dls-
crlminntton by the States

"It Is not intended to glve him ar-

flrmatlve prtvlleges as a nmmberof hjs
race Its strlct rinforcement does not
Involve nn amalgamatlon of the races.
hns nothing to do with Boclal assocla¬
tlon or- eduallty. lt does not involvo
« nirtled negro domlnatlon. und to par-
mlt- tho question at thts iftte day, forty
veara after tlio war, to control the votes
Of lntelllgent men In rasnect to Issues
that nro ltvtng la to Indlcate the lack
of senso of proportlon, which I can¬

not think will contlnuo to mnnlfcht
llself in tho South.

I(h Crnwnliig fJIory.
"lf only under the. inrtuonce of Vv -si-

don't Rooaevelt'B admlnlstratlon ;*om-i¦

of the Southorn States, Includlng, Ken-
tucky, could bo led into rhe Repubil-
inn column ln accordanct) with rhe

Iroal sympaihles of the Voters of titoso.
'Statea. it would be a crownlng glory
of his admlnistrntlon- A-* an A»'*'rl.

i_u_ _Uaeu aud. lover of, a_ cewtix. *


